
 

  

EAST HAVEN DEPARTMENT OF POLICE SERVICES 
471 NORTH HIGH STREET • EAST HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 06512  
Mayor Joseph A. Carfora  Honorable Board of  

Police Commissioners 
 

HONORABLE BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 28, 2020 AT 7:00 PM 
471 NORTH HIGH STREET 

EAST HAVEN, CT 

COMMISSIONER(S) PRESENT:  Chairman William Illingworth (presiding), Vice Chairman Joseph 
DiSilvestro, Commissioner Dawne Flynn, Commissioner Eduardo Torrealba, Commissioner Paul Carbo 

ALSO PRESENT: Chief Edward Lennon, Deputy Chief Patrick Tracy, Michelle Benivegna (Director of HR 
and Assistant Director of Administration & Management, Town of East Haven – Mayor's Office), Citizens, 
ETV Videographer 

Chairman Illingworth called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

1. Pledge of Allegiance 

2. Moment of Silence 

3. Roll Call – Clerk Maldonado; quorum obtained 

4. Announcement(s) 

Chief Lennon invited the Board to the Promotional Ceremony on February 4, 2020 at the Foxon 
Fire House Company 3 beginning at 6:00 PM. All are welcome. 

Chairman Illingworth will hold his announcement until the end of the meeting.  

5. Consider and act upon the approval of the regular monthly meeting minutes of December 17, 2019 

Vice Chairman DiSilvestro made a motion to accept and approve the regular monthly meeting 
minutes of December 17, 2019 as received; seconded by Commissioners Carbo and Flynn. All in 
favor. No one opposed or abstained. Motion carried unanimously. 

6. Consider and act upon the approval of the monthly reports (January 2020) 

Commissioner Torrealba made a motion to accept and approve the monthly reports as received; 
seconded by Vice Chairman DiSilvestro. All in favor. No one opposed or abstained. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

7. Consider and act upon Committee Reports & Recommendations 

a. Alarms Committee 

b. Police Personnel Committee 

c. Traffic & Public Safety Committee 
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8. Public Comment 

a. Andrew Candelora (600 Laurel Street) – Referencing a letter submitted to the Board dated 
August 2019. 

a. Residents of East Haven (Laurel Street), dated August 2019 (received September 10, 2019) 

i. Excessive speeding and irresponsible driving at four-way intersection at Laurel Street/Bradley 
Street/Grannis Street – proposing speed bumps 

ii. Tractor trailers shaking homes – propose Eastern Street and Laurel Street as No Thru Trucks 

Chairman Illingworth deferred this to the Traffic & Public Safety Committee for review. 

-from the October 29, 2019 meeting minutes, Correspondence Received 

Mr. Candelora distributed a copy of the letter along with several photos of an accident on his front 
lawn on January 23 for the Board’s review. Bottom line, neighbors are frustrated and something 
needs to be done – a physical barrier to slow people down; signs or lights do not work – people have 
no respect. 

Chief Lennon commented about the significant traffic enforcement on Laurel Street. As for the 
tractor trailers, they are authorized by the Department of Transportation to use Laurel Street as a 
cut-through to Interstate 95. Further, there are issues to having speed humps. We will have 
someone from the Command Staff reach out to Mr. Candelora to discuss the proposal in more detail. 

Commissioner Torrealba acknowledged Mr. Candelora’s concerns and frustration. We have 
addressed the issues on Laurel Street numerous times at previous meetings and he specifically 
references the October 2019 meeting citing the lengthy discussion about traffic enforcement on 
Laurel Street – basically, the Chief designates as many resources as possible to Laurel Street which 
receives 50% of all the Town’s traffic enforcement. 

9. Correspondence Received/Sent 

10. Department Updates (Chief Lennon) 

a. Personnel Matters/Injured Employees 

i. Three (3) sworn personnel remain on long-term injured status: two (2) with an unknown 
return date and one (1) will return to modified duty in early February. 

ii. Two (2) vacancies in the Detective Bureau. Civil Service has the test in process with a goal of 
early to mid-April to complete and have a certified list. With such a small unit, being short 
two detectives is having a major impact on the Detective Bureau who handles all our major 
cases as well as several other very important duties.  

b. Overtime - About the same as last year; confident we will maintain. With the Mayor’s mandate 
about limiting overtime in mind, we are maintaining our training levels and requirements 
without an impact on services.  

c. Awards & Commendations - One (1) recommendation within the last 30 days is under review. 

d. Noteworthy News 

i. Promotional Ceremony (February 4, 2020 at Foxon Fire House Company 3) – Deputy Chief 
Tracy, Lieutenant Stephen Paulson, Sergeants Joseph Finoia, Robert Brockett and John 
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Finnimore, and new hires Officers James Hoye, Julio Gil-Martinez, Brandon DePalma and 
Sean Halligan. 

ii. A second K9 Handler has been appointed and we have taken possession of another canine. 
Officer Donato Palma and K9 Enzo will attend K9 Academy training beginning February 16 
for approximately 6 weeks. Both of our K9 dogs are certified in tracking, apprehension, and 
narcotics.  

11. Old Business 

12. New Business 

a. Discussion and approval of revised policy 437.5 (Canine Unit) 

Deputy Chief Tracy explained that the revisions are minor based on recommendations from two K9 
experts in the field, Frank Reda and Eric Grasso, who participated in our interview process for the 
new K9 Handler. They review our K9 policies on a regular basis to ensure that we are complying 
with best practices especially as we expand our K9 unit. 

Vice Chairman DiSilvestro made a motion to approve revised policy 437.5 (Canine Unit) effective 
February 15, 2020; seconded by Commissioner Flynn. All in favor. No one opposed or abstained. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

13. Adjournment 

Before adjourning the meeting, Chairman Illingworth announced that tonight is his last meeting as 
Chairman of this Police Commission along with his Vice Chairman DiSilvestro.  Chairman 
Illingworth has been a police commissioner for 14 years and Chairman of the Board for the last five 
(5) years. He has experienced a lot of highs and lows. The highs include the Department’s 
nationally-recognized CALEA Accreditation and the appointment of the new command staff, 
including Chief Lennon and Deputy Chief Tracy. The hard times were the explosion in North Haven 
that injured five (5) of our officers – forcing one retirement which was very, very difficult - along 
with others injured from neighboring PDs. We have made decisions, collectively, to terminate 
officers which is unfortunate – tantamount to an officer arresting a friend or a relative – it is 
something that you do not want to do but it is necessary, it is your job and you have to do it. With 
that, he wishes the Department all the best, personally thanks Miss Maldonado for all her help, and 
he wishes his successors nothing but the best. In closing, he extends his heartfelt thanks. 

Vice Chairman DiSilvestro echoes the Chairman’s comments. He has been a police commissioner for 
six (6) years, and it has been a pleasure working with this staff. We came out of the Consent Decree 
stronger, better and a model police department for every town in the state. Again, it has been an 
absolute pleasure and he wishes everyone luck. 

Commissioner Torrealba made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Vice Chairman DiSilvestro. 
Chairman Illingworth adjourned the meeting at 7:43 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Marsha M. Maldonado 
Clerk to the Honorable Board of Police Commissioners 

[Audio recording on file – duration 21:05 minutes] 
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